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Abstract: In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, schools have adopted more online courses, raising
questions about the quality of education and student's ability to adapt to changing learning environments.
To gauge the readiness of 70 students for online learning, the researchers in this study performed an online
survey. The results of the study demonstrated that pre-service teachers are well-prepared for the last online
learning. It is possible to give students the option to select their own pace, task management, and course
materials while considering the nature of emergency online learning. Students should be encouraged by
their teachers to join online forums, ask questions, voice their views and opinions, and look for assistance
when they encounter problems.
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1. Introduction

Increased adoption of online learning by schools in response to the COVID-19 pandemic has generated
concerns at the local level concerning the caliber of instruction and students' capacity to handle newly
developing circumstances at the worldwide level. The time has come to establish "a new normal" for
education in general and sciences education in particular (Lee & Campbell, 2020; Bozkurt & Sharma, 2020).
Due to this circumstance, all levels of educational institutions were obligated to undertake emergency
remote education and work remotely (Bozkurt & Sharma, 2020). Between the difficulties associated with
lockdown, online teaching and learning might be viewed as the solution (Dhawan, 2020). Pre-service
student teachers participated in an immersive online learning experience in 2020, which may have had a
long-term impact on how they view education (Sutherland et al., 2010; Kara et al., 2021). Their ideas about
online learning are likely to influence how they act as teachers in online learning environments in the future
(Sutherland et al., 2010; Kara et al., 2021). As per research, students that succeed in an online learning
environment have characteristics that indicate they are academically prepared, including self-direction, self-
discipline, motivation, self-competence, and learning style (Morris, et al., 2005; Hung et al., 2021). Aydin and
Tasci (2005) emphasize the importance of knowing pupils' preparation in creating and executing an efficient
online learning system. Moreover, when they can follow their course of study online, they are capable of
learning on their own (Alem et al., 2016).

Thus, instructors can design a better environment for independent study only if they are aware of the
student's preparedness and autonomy (Mishra & Panda 2007; Kartal & Balcikanlh; 2019). Educators'
perspectives on e-learning are crucial when utilizing a new technology arises. Instructors might assist to
build learner control, and self-directed learning skills contexts (Hung et al., 2010). Hence, in this study,
learner control, learning motivation, computer/Internet self-efficacy, online communication self-efficacy,
and self-driven education were utilized to assess the preparation for online learning (Hung et al., 2010).

2. Methods
The study involved 70 1st-year BEED students of Mindanao State University-General Santos City. The data
collection scale, which was adapted from M.L., was employed by the researchers from Rafique et al. Hung
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et al. (2010) utilized a few modifications to account for the implications of the pandemic situation. The data
collection tool included 18 questions that focused on five critical characteristics of students' readiness for
online learning: self-directed learning (5 questions), learner control (3 questions), motivation for learning (4
questions), and online communication self-efficacy (3 items). Moreover, insightful information on the
strengths and weaknesses of students in this learning environment was gained from the dimensions
assessed by the scale, which can also serve as a guide for future pedagogical strategies and curriculum
development.

2.1. Online readiness scale
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The students' basic profiles are shown in Figure 1 for online learning in terms of their section. The majority
favored synchronous training, demonstrating the need of considering students' preferences when
developing online learning (Figure 2). Moreover, building favorable learning conditions at home and
maintaining reliable internet connectivity is essential for remote learning (Figure 3) and (Figure 4). These
crucial findings offer information that should be utilized to develop tactics that will help students learn and
succeed online.

Thus, the study on first-year BEED students' preparation for online learning highlights the need for
additional help for specific students as well as the need for dependable internet connectivity and
encouraging surroundings. Initiatives to enhance university students' online learning results should be
guided by the findings.

3. Findings and Discussion
Table 1: Online Readiness of Students

Statements Mea Interpreta
SA A N D SDis n SD tion

1. I feel confident in performing High

the basic functions of Microsoft

Office programs (MS Word, MS 14 27 26

Excel, and MS PowerPoint). (20%) | (39%) | (37%) 3 (4%) 0 (0%) 3.7 3.31

2. 1 feel confident in my Low

knowledge and skills of how to

manage software for online 24 34

learning. 4(6%) | (34%) | (49%) 7 (10%) 1 (1%) 33 2.89

3. I feel confident in using the High

Internet (Google, Yahoo) to find or

gather information for online 8 39 18

learning. (11%) | (56%) | (26%) 5 (7%) 0 (0%) 37 3.26

4.1 carry out my own study plan. 10 31 25 High
(14%) | (44%) | (36%) 3 (4%) 1 (1%) 3.6 3.22

5. I seek assistance when facing 22 22 21 High

learning problems. (B1%) | (1%) | (30%) 5 (7%) 0(0%) | 38 | 346

6. I manage time well. 22 37 Low
5(7%) | (31%) | (53%) 6 (9%) 0(0%) | 33 | 292

7.1set up my learning goals. 17 29 23 1 (1%) 0 (0%) 3.8 3.44 High
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(24%) | (41%) | (33%)
8. I have higher expectations for 17 27 23 High
my learning performance. (24%) | (39%) (33%) 2 (3%) 1 (1%) 3.8 3.39
9. I can direct my own learning 8 26 30 High
progress. (11%) | (B7%) (43%) 5 (7%) 1 (1%) 3.8 3.08
10. T am not distracted by other Low
online activities when learning
online (instant messages, Internet
surfing). . 33
4(6%) | (14%) | (47%) 17 (24%) 6 (9%) 2.8 2.48
11. I repeated the online Low
instructional materials on the basis
of my needs and Motivation for 11 32 25
learning (MFL). (16%) | (46%) | (36%) 2 (3%) 0 (0%) 37 3.29
12. I am open to new ideas. 51 15 Very High
(73%) | (21%) | 4(6%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 4.6 4.18
13. I have the motivation to learn. 39 2 8 Very High
(56%) | (31%) | (11%) 1 (1%) 0 (0%) 4.4 3.95
14. I improve from my mistakes. 36 27 Very High
(51%) | (39%) | 6(9%) 0 (0%) 1 (1%) 4.3 3.93
15. I like to share my ideas with 15 35 20 High
others. (21%) | (50%) | (29%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 3.9 3.46
16. I feel confident in using online High
tools (email, discussion) to
effectively communicate with 12 26 27
others. 1A7%) | (37%) | (39%) 4 (6%) 1 (1%) 3.6 3.21
17. 1 feel confident in expressing Low
myself (emotions and humor) 10 18 31
through text. (14%) | (26%) | (44%) 10 (14%) 1 (1%) 3.3 2.98
18. I feel confident in posting 14 39 Low
questions in online discussions.
0(0%) | (20%) | (56%) 14 (20%) 3 (4%) 2.9 248
Average Mean 18.39 34.22 High
4.89% % % 7.39% 3.03% 3.68 3.21

Legend: 1.00-1.80= Strongly Disagree; 1.81-2.60= Disagree; 2.61-3.40= Neutral; 3.41-4.20=Agree; 4.21-5.00= Strongly Agree

Students have varying levels of computer proficiency, with some requiring additional assistance with
Microsoft Office functions and others displaying greater competency with managing online learning
software and using the internet for educational purposes (Kazlauskiene et al., 2021). These findings suggest
that some students actively assume responsibility for their education by developing their own study
schedules and adapting to successfully managing their time. Instructors can provide students with positive
effects on a firm to the world of online learning by letting them use online resources to get to know their
teacher or classmates and by swiftly responding to inquiries from students (Kartal & Balcikanlh, 2019).

Moreover, respondents are more likely to be driven by their own initiative, proactive, and goal-focused,
which suggests they are able to take ownership of their learning and are less dependent on outside direction
or supervision. The results suggest that students have varying levels of online readiness, with a majority
motivated to learn and open to new ideas, but may need more support and guidance in certain areas such as
using online tools and participating in online discussions. Also, a significant number of students mentioned
being disturbed while learning online by other online activities. Digital distraction is receiving more
attention than ever before (Flanigan & Kim 2022; Wake et al., 2022).

As stated in the study by Wang (2022), for many students, using digital devices to get any desired
content or information has become routinary and pleasurable. However, this recurring pattern of behavior
could develop into becoming accustomed to using digital devices, with unfavorable results, which suggests
a need for strategies to minimize online distractions. However, a majority of the students reported that they
are willing to learn from their mistakes, indicating a growth mindset and a positive attitude toward
learning.

4. Conclusion

The study's findings showed that pre-service teachers are equipped for online learning. Low readiness was
evident in the areas of learner control, computer/internet self-efficacy, and online safety. Students need to be
encouraged to take control of their education. Learners' greater sensation of control while interacting with
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instructional devices and information can lead to satisfaction, fun, and assurance. It is possible to give
students the option to select their own pace, order, and topic matter due to the nature of online learning.
Teachers ought to employ a human-centered strategy and care-based pedagogy.

Pedagogy with praise, support, and compassion during academic interaction with students should be
prioritized (Toquero, 2023). Students' emotional and mental health ought to come first, especially when they
are under stress. Students must develop their self-efficacy with computers and the internet and exercise self-
control when utilizing these tools. Students should be encouraged by their teachers to join online forums,
ask questions, voice their views and opinions, and look for assistance when they encounter problems. Gray
and DiLoreto (2016) emphasized that teachers can give students a good introduction to the world of online
learning by letting them use online tools to get to know their teacher or classmates, and by swiftly
responding to their queries.

Therefore, computer self-efficacy is a significant and crucial aspect in determining how satisfied students
are with online learning. Teachers can help students increase their computer and digital literacy by
encouraging and persuading them to have self-confidence online. The results highlight the importance of
providing support and guidance to students as they navigate the online learning environment, and the need
to help them develop the skills and mindset necessary for successful online learning.
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